


W E L C O M E

Why I Put This Together

A couple of years ago I was doing everything the slow way. Writing every blog post from scratch, staring at a blank 
Canva template for an hour to make one graphic, paying a freelancer $200 to edit a five-minute video. It worked, but 
it capped how much I could actually get done in a week.

AI didn't replace that work. It just removed the boring 80% of it. Now I spend my time on the parts that actually need 
a human: strategy, judgment, the final polish. And I let the tools in this guide handle the rest.

This isn't a “top 100 AI tools” list scraped from a directory. Every single tool in here is one I have personally opened, 
used on real client or business work, and would still be using next month. If a tool didn't earn a spot in my actual 
workflow, it didn't make the cut.

This guide is for affiliate marketers, content creators, small business owners, bloggers, and anyone building an online 
business who's tired of doing things the slow way. You don't need to be technical. You don't need to buy all 30 tools. 
You need three or four that fit how you actually work. And by the end of this guide, you'll know exactly which ones 
those are.

How To Use This Guide
• Skim the Top 10 first, that's your shortcut if you're short on time.

• Read the category that matches what you're trying to do right now.

• Copy the workflows in the back instead of guessing how tools fit together.

• Start with free tiers. Upgrade only what earns its keep.
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T H E  S H O R T L I S T

My Top 10 AI Tools

If you read nothing else in this guide, read this page. These are the tools I'd keep if everything else got deleted 
tomorrow. Ranked by how much they actually move my business, not by how impressive their demo looks.

01  ChatGPT
Still the most useful all-purpose tool I open every single day. Nothing else is this flexible.

02  Claude
My go-to the moment writing quality actually matters — it doesn't sound like a robot wrote it.

03  Perplexity
I don't trust an AI answer I can't verify. This is the one that shows its work.

04  ElevenLabs
The best AI voice on the market, full stop. Nothing else is close.

05  Nano Banana
I edit more real photos with this than with any Photoshop shortcut I ever learned.

06  Cursor
Turned me from “can kind of read code” into someone who ships real tools.

07  Lovable
The fastest path I've found from an idea to a working app I can actually charge for.

08  Framer
My default answer whenever someone asks how to get a good-looking site up fast.

09  Gamma
Deck-building used to eat an entire afternoon. Now it eats fifteen minutes.

10  HeyGen
Removed the single biggest excuse I had for not showing up on video.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 1

AI Assistants

ChatGPT    5/5★★★★★

OPENAI

ChatGPT is the tool most people think of first when they hear “AI,” and there's a reason for that. It's OpenAI's flagship 
assistant, built on the GPT-5 model family, and it's genuinely useful for almost anything: writing, research, 
brainstorming, spreadsheets, images, even booking-style tasks through its agent mode. It's the closest thing on this 
list to a Swiss Army knife.

BEST FOR

• Brainstorming and first drafts of anything

• Quick research and explaining unfamiliar topics

• Image generation and light data work in one thread

KEY FEATURES

• GPT-5-family models with adjustable “thinking” depth

• Built-in image generation and file analysis

• Deep Research for cited, multi-step investigations

• Agent Mode for autonomous browsing and tasks

PROS

• Does a little bit of everything well

• Ships new features faster than anyone

• Massive ecosystem of prompts and integrations

CONS

• Model routing across tiers gets confusing

• Free tier is capped (and ad-supported in the US now)

• Long-form writing still needs a human edit pass

Pricing — Free tier works but is capped. Plus is $20/month and covers almost everyone. Pro runs $200/month for heavy 
daily use.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is the tool I open first, every day, before I even think about which tool I need. It's not always the best at any one thing. 
Claude writes better, Perplexity researches better. But it's the best at everything at once, and that's worth more than people 
give it credit for.

Best Alternative — Claude — better for long-form writing that doesn't sound robotic.

Claude    5/5★★★★★

ANTHROPIC

Claude is Anthropic's assistant, and it's the one I reach for the second writing quality actually matters. Blog posts, 
emails, sales copy, anything a real person is going to read and judge. It's known for sounding less like a machine out of 
the box, and for actually following detailed style instructions instead of drifting back to its default voice by paragraph 
three.

BEST FOR

• Long-form blog posts and emails that need to sound 
human

• Editing and tightening writing you already have

• Following detailed, multi-step instructions without losing 
the thread

KEY FEATURES

• Sonnet, Opus, and Haiku model tiers

• Very large context window for long documents

• Artifacts for building docs, code, and simple apps inline

• Projects for persistent, ongoing context
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PROS

• Best natural-sounding writing of any major model

• Actually sticks to your style and tone instructions

• Handles long, messy uploads without losing track

CONS

• Smaller plugin ecosystem than ChatGPT

• Free tier message limits are tight

• Less “personality” than Grok in casual chat

Pricing — Free tier available. Pro is $20/month for everyday use. Max plans run $100–$200/month for heavy usage.

GRANT'S TAKE

If I had to bet my business on one tool for content, it's this one. I write my emails, my sales pages, and every blog post that 
actually needs to convert through Claude first. ChatGPT is the generalist. Claude is the writer.

Best Alternative — ChatGPT — bigger feature set and ecosystem if you need more than writing.

Microsoft Copilot   ★★★⯨  3.5/5☆

MICROSOFT

Microsoft Copilot is built directly into Word, Excel, Outlook, Teams, and Windows itself. The pitch isn't a smarter 
chatbot. It's an AI that already knows how to use the software you're sitting in, so if your business runs on Microsoft 
365, this is the path of least resistance.

BEST FOR

• Drafting and rewriting documents inside Word

• Summarizing long email threads and meetings

• Building formulas and analyzing data in Excel

KEY FEATURES

• Native integration across Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, Teams

• Meeting summaries pulled straight from Teams calls

• Copilot in Windows for system-level access

PROS

• Zero setup if you already pay for Microsoft 365

• Genuinely useful for inbox and meeting triage

• Strong data-privacy story for business use

CONS

• Underlying model trails ChatGPT and Claude for open 
writing

• Full features need a Microsoft 365 subscription on top

• Not much reason to use it outside that ecosystem

Pricing — Limited free version at copilot.microsoft.com. Copilot Pro is about $20/month for individuals; Microsoft 365 
Copilot is priced per seat for businesses.

GRANT'S TAKE

I use the Enterprise version of Microsoft Copilot every day, and it has been a real productivity boost for reports, emails, 
business plans, and finding information across my computer. It's excellent if you're invested in Microsoft 365, but I'd like to 
see stronger AI performance outside the Microsoft ecosystem before rating it higher.

Best Alternative — Gemini — the same play if you're a Google Workspace shop instead.

Gemini    4/5★★★★☆

GOOGLE
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Gemini is Google's assistant, wired directly into Search, Gmail, Docs, and Sheets. Its standout trait is a huge context 
window — you can dump an entire contract or codebase into it and it won't lose the thread — plus it's the natural 
choice if your business already lives inside Google Workspace.

BEST FOR

• Working inside Gmail, Docs, and Sheets

• Analyzing very long documents or data sets

• Research grounded in live Google Search results

KEY FEATURES

• Massive context window, among the largest available

• Deep integration across Gmail, Docs, Sheets, Slides

• Live grounding in Google Search

• Nano Banana image generation built in

PROS

• Best context window for huge documents

• Genuinely useful inside tools you already use

• Competitive, often cheaper API pricing

CONS

• Free tier now mostly limited to the lighter Flash model

• Feels more clinical than Claude or Grok in tone

• Some features are Workspace-dependent

Pricing — Free tier gives you Flash. Google AI Pro is about $20/month for the flagship Pro model and expanded Workspace 
features.

GRANT'S TAKE

I keep this open in a tab whenever I'm working inside Docs or Sheets — it's just there, and it's good, so why not. But it's not 
my first choice for anything creative. It reads more like a very capable coworker than a creative partner.

Best Alternative — ChatGPT — broader feature set outside the Google ecosystem.

Grok   ★★★⯨  3.5/5☆

XAI

Grok is Elon Musk's AI assistant from xAI, and it does one thing nobody else does well: live conversation grounded in 
what's actually happening on X right now. Outside that specific lane, it's a capable general model with a looser, more 
opinionated personality than the others on this list.

BEST FOR

• Real-time takes on trending topics

• Social content that needs a current, conversational voice

• Anyone already paying for X Premium

KEY FEATURES

• Live access to X posts and trends

• Grok Imagine for image and video generation

• Looser, more opinionated conversational tone

PROS

• Unmatched for real-time social and cultural context

• Bundled into X Premium+ if you already subscribe

• Fast and casual in tone

CONS

• Best features locked behind the priciest tier

• Less consistent for long-form professional writing

• Small integration ecosystem outside of X

Pricing — Limited access with X Premium (about $8–$22/month). Full SuperGrok access runs around $30/month.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is overrated for anything outside of X itself. I use it exactly once a week — when I want a pulse on what's actually 
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trending before I write social content. Outside that one job, it doesn't beat Claude or ChatGPT.

Best Alternative — Perplexity — better for sourced research instead of social chatter.

Manus    4/5★★★★☆

MONICA.IM

Manus is an autonomous AI agent that goes beyond chat. And when I say autonomous, I mean it can take actions on 
its own to achieve a goal. Crazy. Give it a goal and it plans, browses the web, writes and runs code, and hands you 
back a finished result: a slide deck, a research report, even a simple website. Think of it less as a chatbot and more as 
a virtual assistant with its own computer.

BEST FOR

• Delegating a bounded, multi-step project

• Deep research pulled from many live sources at once

• Building a simple site or deck end-to-end

KEY FEATURES

• Autonomous multi-step planning and execution

• Live web browsing and code execution

• Slide deck and simple website generation

• “Wide Research” for parallel research across sources

PROS

• Actually does the work instead of describing it

• Free tier is real enough to test before paying

• Great for well-defined, bounded tasks

CONS

• Credit-based pricing makes cost unpredictable

• One ambitious task can burn a day's credits

• Best for scoped projects, not daily open-ended chat

Pricing — Free plan includes a daily credit allowance. Paid plans start around $20/month and scale to $200/month based on 
credit volume.

GRANT'S TAKE

I don't reach for this daily, but when I need to hand off an entire research project and walk away, nothing else does it quite 
like this. Just don't ask it something huge and vague. The credits disappear fast if the task you give it doesn’t have a clear 
objective.

Best Alternative — Replit AI — better if the deliverable is specifically a working app.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 2

Research

Perplexity   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

PERPLEXITY AI

Perplexity is an AI answer engine built around citations. Instead of a confident wall of text, it shows its sources next to 
every claim — which is why it's the tool I trust for anything I need to fact-check or reference later, from competitor 
research to hard statistics.

BEST FOR

• Fact-checked research where you need to see sources

• Competitive and market research for a niche

• Staying current on fast-moving topics

KEY FEATURES

• Every answer comes with clickable citations

• Focus modes (Academic, Reddit, Social) to scope search

• Deep Research for longer investigative reports

• Live search of recent news, not just static knowledge

PROS

• Sourcing you can actually verify

• Faster than opening ten browser tabs yourself

• Great for staying current in a fast niche

CONS

• Less useful for pure creative brainstorming

• Deep Research is capped on Free and Pro tiers

• Only as good as what it finds

Pricing — Free tier available with limited daily searches. Pro is about $20/month and unlocks more searches and Deep 
Research runs.

GRANT'S TAKE

I don't publish a stat, a competitor claim, or a “according to research” line without running it through here first. It's saved me 
from looking foolish more than once. If accuracy matters to your content, this isn't optional.

Best Alternative — Gemini — similar live-search grounding with tighter Google integration.

NotebookLM   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

GOOGLE

NotebookLM is Google's research notebook, and it only answers from documents you actually give it. Like your own 
PDFs, notes, transcripts. It won't go off and invent things from general training data, which makes it the right tool 
when you need an AI that stays strictly inside your own material.

BEST FOR

• Studying or summarizing a stack of your own PDFs

• Turning research into an audio “podcast” overview

• Building a Q&A assistant scoped to specific documents

KEY FEATURES

• Answers grounded strictly in your uploaded sources

• Audio Overview turns documents into a podcast-style 
discussion

• Automatic citations linking back to the exact passage

• Mind maps and study guides from your material

PROS

• Won't hallucinate outside your own documents

• The Audio Overview feature is genuinely great for 

CONS

• Not built for open-ended brainstorming
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learning on the go

• Generous free tier for personal use

• Only as good as the documents you feed it

• Fewer integrations than a full assistant

Pricing — Free for individuals with generous limits. NotebookLM Plus comes bundled with Google AI Pro/Ultra plans.

GRANT'S TAKE

I load every course, contract, or research packet into this before I touch it with anything else. The Audio Overview feature 
alone has replaced an hour of reading with a fifteen-minute walk. Underrated tool.

Best Alternative — Claude Projects — similar grounded-document workflow inside Claude.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 3

Writing

Grammarly AI    4/5★★★★☆

GRAMMARLY

Grammarly is the grammar checker everyone already knows, rebuilt around generative AI. It sits in your browser, 
email, and docs, catching more than typos (tone, clarity, wordiness), without you copy-pasting into a separate chat 
window every time you want a second pass.

BEST FOR

• Final-pass polish before you hit publish or send

• Catching tone problems spellcheck misses

• Anyone who wants AI help without leaving the app 
they're in

KEY FEATURES

• Real-time grammar, clarity, and tone suggestions 
everywhere

• Generative rewrite suggestions inline

• Plagiarism checking on higher tiers

• Browser extension that works almost anywhere

PROS

• Works everywhere you already write

• Great final layer on top of ChatGPT/Claude drafts

• Low learning curve

CONS

• Not a drafting tool — it polishes, it doesn't create

• Generative features trail a dedicated chatbot

• Premium adds up if you want the full suite

Pricing — Free tier covers core grammar checks. Premium runs $12–$30/month depending on billing term.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is my very last step before anything goes out the door, every time. It's caught embarrassing typos in emails I'd already 
read three times myself. Cheap insurance for how it makes you look.

Best Alternative — Notion AI — better if editing needs to happen inside your existing docs.

Notion AI   ★★★⯨  3.5/5☆

NOTION

Notion AI is built directly into Notion. The workspace a lot of small businesses already use for notes and project 
tracking. Instead of copy-pasting between a chatbot and your notes, it drafts, summarizes, and searches right where 
your content already lives.

BEST FOR

• Summarizing long meeting notes instantly

• Drafting content directly inside docs you already keep

• Q&A search across your entire workspace

KEY FEATURES

• In-line AI writing inside any Notion page

• Workspace-wide Q&A across connected docs

• Auto-summaries for long pages and meeting notes

• Custom AI blocks for recurring templates

PROS

• No context-switching — it works on content already open

• Search makes finding old notes painless

CONS

• AI is an add-on cost on top of a Notion plan

• Less powerful for open drafting than a dedicated chatbot
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• Good value if you already pay for Notion • Only useful if you're already organized in Notion

Pricing — Notion has a free tier; the AI add-on runs roughly $8–$10/user/month on top of a paid plan.

GRANT'S TAKE

I don't use this heavily, but the workspace search alone has saved me from re-writing something I already had buried three 
pages deep in old notes. Worth it if Notion is already your home base.

Best Alternative — Grammarly — better if your priority is polish over drafting.

11
Impact Marketer



C A T E G O R Y  0 4

Images — Part 1

ChatGPT Images    4/5★★★★☆

OPENAI

ChatGPT's built-in image generation (GPT Image) lets you create and edit visuals in the same thread you're already 
writing in — no separate app, no new login. Describe what you need and it appears right there, ready to refine with 
the next message.

BEST FOR

• Quick visuals without leaving your writing session

• Editing an image conversationally in plain English

• Simple graphics, mockups, and illustrations on the fly

KEY FEATURES

• Native image generation inside chat threads

• Conversational, turn-by-turn editing

• Strong instruction-following for specific requests

• Works alongside text, so you can ideate and generate 
together

PROS

• Fastest option since it's already where you're working

• Very good at following precise instructions

• No extra subscription if you already pay for Plus

CONS

• Not as artistic or stylized as Midjourney

• Photorealistic editing trails Nano Banana on tricky edits

• Style consistency across images can wander

Pricing — Included with a ChatGPT Plus subscription ($20/month) and up; limited generations on the free tier.

GRANT'S TAKE

My default for “I just need a decent graphic in the next thirty seconds.” It's not my best output for anything I’d use for a 
client, but for internal use, quick concepts, and rough mockups, I barely open anything else.

Best Alternative — Nano Banana — better for editing real photos and keeping faces consistent.

Claude Design    4/5★★★★☆

ANTHROPIC

Claude Design is Anthropic's design-focused surface for turning a prompt into a polished visual design. Think of 
landing pages, mockups, one-pagers, slide-style visuals, without having to open a separate design tool. It leans on 
Claude's writing and layout sense, so output tends to look polished rather than templated.

BEST FOR

• Quick landing page or one-pager mockups

• Turning a rough concept into something visual fast

• Prototyping a layout before a developer touches it

KEY FEATURES

• Generates polished mockups directly from a prompt

• Design decisions driven by Claude's own judgment

• Iterative refinement — describe a change and it updates

PROS

• Faster than opening Figma for a rough concept

• Output feels intentional, not generic

• Pairs naturally with Claude's writing for a cohesive first 

CONS

• Newer product, smaller feature set than dedicated design 
tools

• Not a replacement for a full design tool on complex 
projects
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pass • Best for first drafts, not pixel-perfect finals

Pricing — Included in Claude's existing consumer plans — check claude.ai for the current plan structure since this is a newer 
surface.

GRANT'S TAKE

This has replaced the “hire someone on Fiverr for a quick mockup” step for me more than once. It won't finish the job, but it 
gets you 80% of the way there before a real designer ever opens the file.

Best Alternative — Framer AI — better for a full, publishable website rather than a mockup.

Nano Banana   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

GOOGLE DEEPMIND

Nano Banana is the nickname that stuck for Google's Gemini image models. What makes it stand out isn't generation. 
It's its conversational editing. Describe a change in plain English (“put this product on a beach”) and it edits the 
existing image while keeping the face or product recognizable.

BEST FOR

• Editing existing product or portrait photos

• Keeping a character or product consistent across images

• Fast, high-volume image generation

KEY FEATURES

• Conversational, turn-by-turn photo editing

• Strong subject and face consistency across edits

• Up to 4K output with the Pro version

• Grounded in Google Search for accurate visual details

PROS

• Editing existing photos is dramatically easier than most 
competitors

• Excellent likeness retention across edits

• Free tier inside the Gemini app for casual use

CONS

• Less artistic by default than Midjourney

• Best features need a Google AI subscription

• Naming across versions gets confusing

Pricing — Free inside the Gemini app with everyday limits. Higher resolution comes through Google AI Pro/Ultra (roughly 
$20/month and up).

GRANT'S TAKE

I genuinely couldn't build my content business without this. Real product photos, real headshots, edited in plain English in 
under a minute. This is the one tool on this list I'd fight to keep if I could only pick five.

Best Alternative — Ideogram — better when the priority is text accuracy over photo editing.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 5

Images — Part 2

Midjourney   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

MIDJOURNEY, INC.

Midjourney is still the gold standard for pure image quality and artistic style. If you need something that looks like it 
belongs in a gallery or a premium ad campaign: painterly, cinematic, stylized, this tends to out-perform more literal 
image models, at the cost of a steeper learning curve.

BEST FOR

• High-end, stylized visuals for branding and ads

• Concept art and mood boards with a distinct feel

• Anyone prioritizing aesthetics over exact instructions

KEY FEATURES

• Best-in-class artistic rendering and stylistic control

• Fine-grained parameters for style weight and consistency

• Character and style reference tools

• Large, active community and prompt library

PROS

• Unmatched aesthetic quality for stylized work

• Strong consistency tools for recurring characters

• Huge community means techniques are well documented

CONS

• Runs through Discord (or a still-maturing web app)

• No free tier — you're paying from day one

• Less literal than Nano Banana or Ideogram at following 
exact text

Pricing — No free trial. Basic starts around $10/month, scaling to roughly $60/month for heavier volume and faster queue 
priority.

GRANT'S TAKE

When something needs to look premium. A course cover, a brand mood board, this is what I open. It's not for quick, 
disposable content. It's for the handful of images per month that actually need to look expensive.

Best Alternative — Nano Banana — better for photorealism and editing existing photos.

Ideogram    4/5★★★★☆

IDEOGRAM AI

Ideogram solves the one thing most AI art tools struggle with: legible, accurate text inside the image. If you need a 
poster, logo mockup, or graphic with real words that actually spell correctly, this is usually the first tool I reach for.

BEST FOR

• Posters and banners that need readable text baked in

• Logo concepts and typography-driven designs

• Social graphics combining text and imagery in one shot

KEY FEATURES

• Industry-leading text rendering accuracy

• Magic Prompt to auto-expand short prompts

• Style and color palette controls for on-brand output

• Public and private generation modes

PROS

• Best text accuracy of any mainstream image generator

• Fast generation with a usable free tier

CONS

• Overall polish trails Midjourney for pure fine-art style

• Free tier generations are public by default
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• Good for marketing graphics, not just pure art • Photorealism lags behind Nano Banana on complex edits

Pricing — Free tier with limited daily generations (public only). Paid plans start around $8–$16/month for private, higher-
volume use.

GRANT'S TAKE

Every time I need a graphic with actual words in it. A quote card, a banner, a title slide, this is the one that doesn't butcher 
the spelling. Small use case, but it earns its spot every single week.

Best Alternative — Nano Banana — better for photorealistic edits and consistency.

Perchance    3/5★★★☆☆

PERCHANCE

Perchance is a free, no-login image and text generator built on community-made “generators”. Plug in a prompt and 
get quick, no-frills results. It won't compete with Midjourney on polish, but it's the fastest zero-cost option when you 
just need something usable right now.

BEST FOR

• Quick, free images when quality doesn't need to be 
premium

• Casual creative experiments and random generators

• Testing an idea before committing to a paid tool

KEY FEATURES

• Completely free with no account required

• Huge library of community-built generators

• Fast output with minimal setup

PROS

• Zero cost, zero login — lowest friction on this list

• Good for quick, low-stakes experiments

• Wide variety of niche generators

CONS

• Quality well below Midjourney, Nano Banana, or 
Ideogram

• Not built for professional or commercial output

• Ad-supported, less polished interface

Pricing — Free to use, ad-supported, with an optional paid tier to remove ads and speed generation.

GRANT'S TAKE

I'll be honest. It was useful when I was starting out and had zero budget, but once you can afford even the cheapest paid 
tool, there is a gap in quality. It's here because it's genuinely free.

Best Alternative — Ideogram — better free tier for anything you'll actually publish.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 6

Video — Part 1

Google Veo 3   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

GOOGLE DEEPMIND

Google Veo 3 is Google's flagship AI video model, built to produce production-ready clips with native, synchronized 
audio — dialogue, sound effects, and ambient noise generated alongside the video, not bolted on after. It's the most 
“finished-feeling” output among the major video models.

BEST FOR

• Short cinematic clips that need believable audio

• Ads and social content where sound design matters

• Creators already inside the Google ecosystem

KEY FEATURES

• Native audio generation synced to the video

• Strong physical realism and camera-motion handling

• Image-to-video and text-to-video modes

• Integrated into the Gemini app

PROS

• Best-in-class native audio, a real differentiator

• Strong overall production polish out of the box

• Easy access through a Google AI plan

CONS

• Access tied to Google's higher-tier plans

• Shorter clip lengths than some competitors

• Queue times and credits add up on bigger projects

Pricing — Available through Google AI Pro/Ultra plans (roughly $20–$250/month) and via the Gemini API pay-per-
generation.

GRANT'S TAKE

The audio is what sells it. I've generated clips where I forgot I hadn't recorded real sound. If your video needs to feel finished 
straight out of the tool, this is the one I open first.

Best Alternative — Kling 3.0 — better for precise, shot-by-shot creative control.

Kling 3.0   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

KUAISHOU

Kling 3.0 is built around precision and physical realism. Think of it as a simulation engine rather than a director. It's the 
model to reach for when you need exact control over motion, camera shots, and how objects physically interact on 
screen.

BEST FOR

• Shot-by-shot storyboarding with precise camera control

• Scenes where physical realism actually matters

• Professional, structured production work

KEY FEATURES

• Multi-shot storyboarding with an “@ reference” system

• Strong physics simulation for realistic motion

• Up to 4K resolution output

• First/last-frame control plus native audio

PROS

• Most precise, frame-level control of any mainstream 
model

CONS

• Steeper learning curve than “prompt and go” competitors

• Generally pricier per clip than Seedance 2
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• Highest resolution ceiling in its class

• Excellent for structured, professional work

• Overkill for quick, casual social content

Pricing — Priced per generated clip, roughly $0.50+ per 10-second clip at standard tiers, with subscription bundles available.

GRANT'S TAKE

When a shot needs to look exact. A product rotating a specific way, a very particular camera move. This is the only one of 
the three video models that actually gives me that level of control.

Best Alternative — Seedance 2 — faster and more flexible for less technical creative use.

Seedance 2   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

BYTEDANCE

Seedance 2 is ByteDance's video model, built around a unified multimodal system — feed it text, images, audio, or 
reference video, and it generates cinematic clips with matched audio and director-level camera and lighting control. 
Reviewers consistently call it the most cinematic-looking output currently available.

BEST FOR

• Storytelling-driven clips needing multiple reference 
inputs

• The most cinematic look for social or marketing video

• Keeping a consistent character or product across scenes

KEY FEATURES

• Unified text/image/audio/video input

• Joint audio-video generation, so sound reacts to the 
scene

• Strong lighting, shadow, and camera-movement control

• Generous free tier for experimentation

PROS

• Widely regarded as the most cinematic output available

• Flexible multimodal inputs make consistency easier

• Free tier is actually usable, not just a demo

CONS

• Newest major model — ecosystem still maturing

• Native resolution tops out at 1080p

• Complex multi-object scenes can still glitch

Pricing — Free tier for experimentation. Paid plans scale to roughly $167/month for professional-volume use.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is my go-to for anything that needs to look like a real ad rather than an AI demo. It's the one my clients are most 
impressed by when I show them the before-and-after of a script turning into finished footage.

Best Alternative — Kling 3.0 — better for precise, technical shot control.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 7

Video — Part 2

Runway    4/5★★★★☆

RUNWAY

Runway is one of the original AI video pioneers, and still the strongest choice when you need more than raw 
generation. It pairs video models with a genuine editing suite — motion tracking, green-screen, inpainting — making 
it the closer half of a real production workflow.

BEST FOR

• Combining AI generation with real editing and 
compositing

• Green-screen removal and object removal on real 
footage

• Creators who need a full toolkit, not just a generator

KEY FEATURES

• Gen-4 family video generation plus a full editing suite

• Green-screen, motion tracking, inpainting/outpainting

• Image-to-video and text-to-video generation

• Collaborative, browser-based workspace

PROS

• Best combination of generation and post-production in 
one place

• Mature, well-documented, large user base

• Strong for mixing AI and real footage

CONS

• Credits burn quickly on longer or higher-res generations

• Raw generation trails Kling/Seedance on pure cinematic 
realism

• Learning curve for the full editing toolkit

Pricing — Free tier with limited credits. Standard is around $12–$15/month, scaling to roughly $76/month for heavier use.

GRANT'S TAKE

When a project mixes real footage with AI-generated shots, this is the only tool on the list built for that specific job. If you're 
purely generating from scratch, Kling or Seedance beat it. But for hybrid work, nothing else compares.

Best Alternative — CapCut AI — better for fast, mobile-first social edits.

HeyGen    4/5★★★★☆

HEYGEN

HeyGen is the go-to tool for AI avatar videos. Turn a script into a video of a realistic talking presenter, either a stock 
avatar or a cloned version of yourself, with lip-synced voice in 175+ languages. It's the fastest path from “I hate being 
on camera” to a finished, presentable video.

BEST FOR

• Faceless-channel creators who still want a presenter on 
screen

• Multilingual training or marketing videos without hiring 
actors

• Quick explainer or course videos from a script

KEY FEATURES

• Realistic AI avatars, including a custom clone of yourself

• Lip-synced translation into 175+ languages

• Template-based video generation from a script

• API access for scaling production

PROS

• Removes the biggest barrier to video content — being on 
CONS

• Free tier videos are watermarked and short
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camera

• Multilingual dubbing is a genuine differentiator

• Fast turnaround from script to finished video

• Credit costs escalate quickly with heavy usage

• Avatars can still read as “AI” up close

Pricing — Free plan covers a few short, watermarked videos. Creator plan is about $24–$29/month for unlimited avatar 
videos.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is the tool that finally got me comfortable putting a face to my content without actually being on camera every time. It's 
not perfect up close, but for course content and social clips, nobody notices.

Best Alternative — Descript — better if editing matters more than avatars.

Descript   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

DESCRIPT

Descript is a video and podcast editor that works like a word processor — edit the video by editing the transcript. 
Delete a sentence in the text and the matching clip disappears. It's the fastest way to turn a rough recording into a 
clean, publishable episode without touching a traditional timeline.

BEST FOR

• Editing podcasts and talking-head video by editing text

• Removing filler words automatically

• Repurposing long-form video into short social clips

KEY FEATURES

• Edit video/audio by editing the transcript directly

• Studio Sound for automatic audio cleanup

• Overdub AI voice cloning to fix flubbed lines

• Automatic short-clip generation for social

PROS

• Dramatically faster editing than a traditional timeline

• Filler-word removal alone saves real time

• Great for repurposing one recording into many clips

CONS

• Less suited to heavily stylized, effects-driven work

• Higher tiers needed for the full AI feature set

• Takes a session or two to get used to

Pricing — Free tier with limited transcription hours. Paid plans start around $12–$24/month per user.

GRANT'S TAKE

This alone cut my podcast editing time by more than half. I used to dread the edit. Now I just delete bad sentences like I'm 
editing a Google Doc, and I'm done in twenty minutes instead of two hours.

Best Alternative — CapCut AI — better for short-form, mobile-first editing.

CapCut AI     4/5★★★★☆

BYTEDANCE

CapCut is the free, mobile-first video editor behind a huge share of TikTok and Reels content, now with AI features 
layered on — auto-captions, background removal, trending effects. If your content is short-form and social, this is 
likely the fastest, cheapest path to publish-ready.
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BEST FOR

• Short-form TikTok, Reels, and Shorts editing

• Auto-captioning with zero editing experience

• Fast turnaround content on a phone, no desktop needed

KEY FEATURES

• Automatic captioning and translation

• AI background removal and object tracking

• Trending templates synced to what's popular on TikTok

• Text-to-speech and basic AI generation add-ons

PROS

• Free tier is genuinely capable, no watermark

• Fastest option for short-form, trend-driven content

• Mobile-native — no desktop required

CONS

• Not built for long-form or heavily produced work

• AI features trail dedicated tools like Runway or Descript

• Leans toward trend-chasing templates over original craft

Pricing — Free with full core editing. CapCut Pro adds premium effects and more storage for roughly $8–$10/month.

GRANT'S TAKE

Every short clip I post to social gets its final pass here. It's not fancy, but it's fast, it's free, and it's built for exactly the format 
that actually gets watched. I don't overthink this one. I just use it.

Best Alternative — Descript — better for longer, talking-head or podcast content.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 8

Voice

ElevenLabs    5/5★★★★★

ELEVENLABS

ElevenLabs is the clear category leader for AI voice with text-to-speech and voice cloning that sounds convincingly 
human, not robotic. Whether it's narrating a video, dubbing content into another language, or cloning your own voice 
for scale, this is the tool the whole faceless-content space builds around.

BEST FOR

• Natural-sounding voiceover for faceless videos

• Cloning your own voice to narrate content at scale

• Multilingual dubbing that keeps tone and emotion

KEY FEATURES

• Industry-leading natural-sounding text-to-speech

• Instant and professional voice cloning from short samples

• Dubbing Studio for multilingual translation

• Low-latency conversational API for voice agents

PROS

• The most human-sounding AI voice available at this price

• Voice cloning quality is genuinely impressive

• Flexible credit system scales with you

CONS

• Credit-based pricing takes a minute to understand

• Free tier characters run out fast once you're publishing

• Commercial rights need reading the fine print

Pricing — Free tier gives about 10,000 characters/month. Starter and Creator plans run $5–$11/month; Pro is about 
$99/month.

GRANT'S TAKE

Hands down, the best tool on this entire list for what it does. Nothing else is close. I've cloned my own voice for narration 
and had people ask if I hired a professional voiceover artist. This is non-negotiable for my business.

Best Alternative — HeyGen — better when you need a visual avatar, not just voice.
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C A T E G O R Y  0 9

Coding

Cursor   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

ANYSPHERE

Cursor is an AI-native code editor built on top of VS Code. You write in plain English, and it writes, edits, and debugs 
real code across your whole project. For anyone building a side-project app, a website backend, or automation 
scripts, this is the fastest way to go from idea to working code.

BEST FOR

• Building or modifying a real codebase with AI doing most 
of the typing

• Debugging errors across an entire project, not just one 
file

• Semi-technical founders who want serious AI coding help

KEY FEATURES

• Full AI-native code editor on a familiar VS Code interface

• Multi-file, whole-codebase context for edits and 
debugging

• Background agents that complete coding tasks 
autonomously

• Built-in chat, inline edits, automatic error-fixing

PROS

• One of the most capable AI coding tools available, 
developer or not

• Feels familiar immediately if you've used VS Code

• Strong at understanding an entire existing project

CONS

• Assumes some comfort reading code, unlike no-code 
builders

• Free tier limits are tight for daily heavy use

• Overkill if you just need a simple landing page

Pricing — Free (Hobby) tier with limited monthly usage. Pro is about $20/month for individuals.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is the tool that turned me from someone who could barely read code into someone who ships real internal tools. I'm 
not a developer. I don't need to be anymore. That's the whole pitch.

Best Alternative — Replit AI — better if you also want built-in hosting and databases.
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C A T E G O R Y  1 0

Website Builders

Framer   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

FRAMER

Framer AI generates a full, animated, publish-ready website from a text prompt, then lets you fine-tune it visually — 
no code required. It's the strongest option when the site itself needs to look genuinely designed, not just functional.

BEST FOR

• Landing pages and marketing sites that need to look 
designed

• Portfolios and small business sites you'll maintain visually

• Founders who want polish without hiring a designer

KEY FEATURES

• Full site generation from a single text prompt

• Visual, drag-and-drop editor for fine-tuning

• Built-in hosting, CMS, and SEO tools

• Smooth, designer-grade animations out of the box

PROS

• Best visual polish and animation of the no-code builders

• No coding knowledge required to launch or maintain

• Hosting and CMS included, nothing extra to wire up

CONS

• Locked into Framer's platform — no code export

• Less flexible than a code-based builder for custom logic

• Free tier is limited to a Framer subdomain

Pricing — Free tier on a framer.app subdomain. Paid plans for a custom domain start around $5–$15/month.

GRANT'S TAKE

Whenever someone asks me how to get a good-looking site live this week, this is my answer. Every time. It's the difference 
between a site that looks like a template and one that looks like you hired someone.

Best Alternative — Lovable — better if the project needs real app functionality.

Lovable   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

LOVABLE

Lovable is a “vibe coding” app builder that turns a plain-English description into a real, working full-stack application. 
It’s complete with a database and clean React code you actually own. It's the current favorite for non-technical 
founders who want to ship a genuine SaaS MVP, not just a static site.

BEST FOR

• Building a real SaaS MVP without a dev team

• Non-technical founders who still want clean, exportable 
code

• Prototyping a product idea to show investors or early 
users

KEY FEATURES

• Full-stack app generation from a text prompt

• Clean React code output with professional components

• GitHub sync so your code is never locked in

• Built-in Supabase integration for databases and auth

PROS

• Genuinely clean, professional-looking code, not a black 
box

• GitHub sync means you can hand it off to a developer 
later

CONS

• Credit-based pricing can get pricey on larger projects

• Still benefits from some technical comfort past the basics

• Team pricing is less flexible than some competitors
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• Strong balance of ease-of-use and real capability

Pricing — Free tier with limited monthly credits. Paid plans start around $20–$25/month, scaling with credit usage.

GRANT'S TAKE

This is the fastest path I've found from a napkin idea to something I could actually charge people for. I've shipped more real, 
working products with this in a weekend than I used to ship in a month with a freelancer.

Best Alternative — Bolt.new — better for fast, throwaway prototypes across more frameworks.

Bolt.new    4/5★★★★☆

STACKBLITZ

Bolt.new is a browser-based “vibe coding” tool for fast, full-stack prototyping. Describe an app and Bolt scaffolds it 
instantly across your choice of framework. It's built for speed and flexibility rather than the most polished final 
output.

BEST FOR

• Fast prototypes you'll test then iterate or discard

• Developers who want more framework flexibility than 
Lovable

• Mobile app prototyping via Expo integration

KEY FEATURES

• Instant full-stack scaffolding across multiple frameworks

• Runs entirely in the browser via WebContainers

• Mobile app support through Expo

• Code export via GitHub, no vendor lock-in

PROS

• Fastest of the builders for quick, throwaway prototypes

• More framework flexibility than most competitors

• No local setup — everything runs in the browser

CONS

• Output needs more cleanup than Lovable for production

• Token usage can be consumed quickly on larger projects

• Team pricing is less generous than some competitors

Pricing — Free tier with limited monthly tokens. Paid plans start around $20–$25/month for individuals.

GRANT'S TAKE

My throwaway tool. When I just want to see if an idea even works before committing real time to it, this is faster than 
anything else. I don't ship the output directly — I graduate the good ideas to Lovable or Cursor.

Best Alternative — Lovable — better for a polished, production-ready app.

Replit AI    4/5★★★★☆

REPLIT

Replit AI is a full cloud IDE with an autonomous agent built in. Write code alongside the AI rather than only prompting 
it, with a database, hosting, and deployment already wired up. It's the most “complete” option if you want everything 
in one place.

BEST FOR

• Developers and learners who want to see and edit actual 
code

KEY FEATURES

• Agent 3: autonomous multi-step coding, testing, 
debugging
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• Projects needing a built-in database, hosting, and 
deployment together

• Collaborative coding with a team in one browser-based 
environment

• Full browser-based IDE with terminal access and version 
control

• Built-in PostgreSQL database, auth, and one-click hosting

• Real-time collaboration for teams

PROS

• Most complete all-in-one environment on this list

• Great for learning to code alongside the AI

• Strong collaboration features for small teams

CONS

• More technical comfort required than Lovable

• Higher migration cost if you ever leave the environment

• Effort-based pricing can be unpredictable for heavy users

Pricing — Free tier with limited compute. Core plan is about $20–$25/month including usage credits.

GRANT'S TAKE

When I want everything — code, database, hosting — living in one place without stitching tools together myself, this is what 
I open. It's a bit more technical than Lovable, but it's the most self-contained option out there.

Best Alternative — Cursor — better if you want an AI pair-programmer in a familiar editor.
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C A T E G O R Y  1 1

Productivity

Gamma   ★★★★⯨ 4.5/5

GAMMA

Gamma is an AI presentation and document tool. You describe what you need and it builds a full, designed slide deck, 
one-pager, or webpage in minutes, no fiddling with text boxes and slide layouts. It's replaced PowerPoint and Canva 
for a lot of quick, professional-looking decks.

BEST FOR

• Turning an outline into a polished slide deck fast

• Pitch decks, sales one-pagers, and internal presentations

• Anyone who wants a designed deck without manual 
layout work

KEY FEATURES

• Full deck generation from a prompt, outline, or document

• Automatic, on-brand design themes and layout 
adjustments

• One-click conversion between deck, document, and 
webpage

• Analytics on who viewed your deck and for how long

PROS

• Dramatically faster than manually designing slides

• Output looks genuinely professional without design skill

• Flexible enough to double as a doc or webpage generator

CONS

• Less granular control than PowerPoint for pixel-level 
tweaks

• Free tier caps you on AI credits

• Best results still benefit from a decent outline

Pricing — Free tier includes limited AI credits. Plus is around $8–$10/month; Pro is $15–$20/month for heavier use.

GRANT'S TAKE

Deck-building used to eat an entire afternoon before a client call. Now it eats fifteen minutes, and the output looks better 
than what I used to pay a designer for. This one is an absolute time-saver.

Best Alternative — Napkin AI — better for turning written text into standalone diagrams.

Napkin AI    4/5★★★★☆

NAPKIN

Napkin AI solves one specific problem: turning plain written text into a clear visual: a diagram, chart, or flow graphic 
without opening a design tool. Paste in a paragraph of notes and it suggests visual ways to represent the same idea.

BEST FOR

• Turning a paragraph of notes into an instant diagram

• Visualizing a process, comparison, or timeline for a deck

• Anyone who thinks in text but needs to communicate 
visually

KEY FEATURES

• Converts plain text directly into diagrams and charts

• Multiple visual style options per piece of text

• Icon and illustration library to customize visuals

• Export directly into slides, docs, or image formats

PROS

• Uniquely fast at turning raw text into a usable visual

• No design skill required for a clean result

CONS

• Narrower use case than a full design tool

• Visual style options more limited than a dedicated design 
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• Great complement to Gamma for a full deck app

• Free tier caps monthly visuals

Pricing — Free tier with a limited number of monthly generations. Paid plans start around $10–$15/month.

GRANT'S TAKE

Small tool, big time-saver. Any time I need to explain a process instead of just describing it in a wall of text, this turns my 
notes into something people actually stop and look at.

Best Alternative — Gamma — better if you need a full deck, not a single diagram.
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B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S

My AI Workflows

Tools are only half the story. Here's the actual order I run them in for the five jobs that make up most of my week.

Research
  Perplexity     →     ChatGPT     →     Claude     →     Grammarly 

Fact-find with sources, shape the ideas, write the final draft, polish it clean.

Blog Posts
  Perplexity     →     ChatGPT     →     Claude     →     WordPress 

Research the angle, outline fast, write it in a voice that sounds human, publish.

Images
  ChatGPT     →     Nano Banana     →     Ideogram 

Rough concept first, then a real photo-quality edit, then clean text overlays.

Video
  ChatGPT     →     Kling     →     CapCut 

Script it, generate the footage, cut it down to something you can post.

Website
  ChatGPT     →     Framer 

Plan the structure and copy, then let Framer build and design the real thing.
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C O P Y  T H E S E

My Favorite Prompts

Five prompts I actually reuse, word for word, more often than almost anything else in this guide. Swap the brackets 
and go.

MARKETING

The Offer Sharpener

I'm selling [product/service] to [specific audience]. Give me 5 different one-sentence value propositions, each emphasizing a 
different core benefit. Then tell me which one you'd lead with and why.

RESEARCH

The Competitor Teardown

Research [competitor/company] and tell me: 1) their main value proposition, 2) who they're clearly targeting, 3) one gap in 
their offer I could exploit, 4) one thing they're doing better than most of the market.

WRITING

The Human Editor

Here's a paragraph I wrote: [paste text]. Rewrite it so it sounds like a real person talking, not an AI. Vary sentence length, cut 
any corporate phrases, and keep it under the original word count.

IMAGES

The Consistent Product Shot

Take this product photo and place it on [setting/background], keeping the product's exact shape, color, and label completely 
unchanged. Match the lighting to the new setting naturally.

PRODUCTIVITY

The Weekly Reset

Here's everything on my plate this week: [paste task list]. Group these into Today / This Week / Can Wait, flag anything 
that's actually two tasks disguised as one, and tell me the single task that will move the needle most if I only get one thing 
done.
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L E A R N  F R O M  M E

10 AI Mistakes Most Beginners Make

01  Using too many tools at once
Every new AI tool feels like it might be the missing piece. It rarely is. Pick one per job and go deep before you go wide.

02  Never editing the output
AI gets you 80% of the way. The last 20% — your voice, your specifics, your judgment, is still on you, every time.

03  Writing lazy prompts
“Write me a blog post” gets a generic result. “Write me a blog post for [audience] that argues [specific angle] in [specific tone]” gets 
something usable.

04  Never learning one tool deeply
Most people use 10% of what their main tool can do. Pick your one or two daily drivers and actually read the docs once.

05  Buying every tool on launch day
New AI tools launch weekly. Most won't exist in a year. Let a tool prove itself for a month before you pay for it.

06  Trusting AI facts without checking
Confident-sounding is not the same as correct. If a number or claim matters, run it through Perplexity before you publish it.

07  Treating AI like a search engine
The best results come from a conversation, not a one-shot query. Push back, ask follow-ups, refine before you accept the first answer.

08  Skipping the free tier before buying
Almost everything on this list has a free tier that's real enough to test fit. Use it before you subscribe to anything.

09  Copying someone else's exact workflow
My stack fits my business. Steal the structure, not the specific tools — swap in what actually fits how you work.

10  Waiting until it's “perfect” to start
The tools change monthly. Waiting for the perfect stack means you never start. Pick three tools and begin this week.
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T H E  H A R D  C U T

If I Could Only Keep Five AI Tools

People ask me this a lot, so here's my honest answer and exactly why each one made the cut over everything else in 
this guide.

01  ChatGPT
The generalist. If I only get one tool, it has to be the one that can do a little bit of everything.

02  Claude
The writer. Nothing I publish goes out without passing through here first.

03  Nano Banana
The photo editor. Real product and portrait edits, done in plain English, in under a minute.

04  ElevenLabs
The voice. Best-in-class, and it's not particularly close to whatever's in second place.

05  Lovable
The builder. The fastest path from an idea in my head to something I can actually charge for.
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T H E  R H Y T H M

My Personal AI Stack

DAILY

ChatGPT   •   Claude 

WEEKLY

Perplexity   •   Nano Banana   •   CapCut   •   Gamma

MONTHLY

Lovable   •   Cursor   •   Framer   •   Midjourney

32
Impact Marketer



L A S T  T H I N G

What To Do With This Guide

You don't need all 30 of these tools. You need three or four that actually fit how you work. Start with whatever's free, 
use it on a real project this week, and only upgrade the ones that earn it.

If this guide saved you time, that's exactly what it's for. I'll keep building things like this as the tools change, and 
there's more where this came from.

-Grant Hollis
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